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Christ the King 2020 

NAURC Worship 22.11.20 Readings and Sermon 

Reading: Matthew 25: 31-46 (Good News Bible) 

31 “When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he 

will sit on his royal throne, 32 and the people of all the nations will be 

gathered before him. Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the righteous 

people at his right and the others at his left. 34 Then the King will say to 

the people on his right, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father! Come 

and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the 

creation of the world. 35 I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you 

gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, 36 

naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison 

and you visited me.’ 37 The righteous will then answer him, ‘When, Lord, 

did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 
38 When did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, 

or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison, 

and visit you?’ 40 The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you did this for 

one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me!’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Away from me, you that are 

under God's curse! Away to the eternal fire which has been prepared for 

the Devil and his angels! 42 I was hungry but you would not feed me, 

thirsty but you would not give me a drink; 43 I was a stranger but you 

would not welcome me in your homes, naked but you would not clothe 

me; I was sick and in prison but you would not take care of me.’ 44 Then 

they will answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and we would not help you?’ 45 

The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you refused to help one of these 

least important ones, you refused to help me.’ 46 These, then, will be sent 

off to eternal punishment, but the righteous will go to eternal life.” 

 

Reading: Ephesians 1: 15-23 (New Revised Standard Version) 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love[e] toward all 

the saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
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according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to 

work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under 

his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

Sermon: Ephesians 1: 15-23 

 

> We have arrived at the end of another year in the company of 

Matthew’s Gospel. Next week Advent begins as we start to look forward, 

once again, to the coming of Jesus that we celebrate at Christmas. 

> But before we rush headlong into all the razmataz of tinsel, trees and 

lights let us pause for a little while this week, and try to wrap up all that 

we have considered through another year of Bible readings. 

 

> In this final Sunday of the lectionary cycle, the set readings always 

encourage us to think forward to what happens in the hereafter. 

> It’s never easy and can be quite frightening – especially if you spend 

too much time concerned with all the judgment stuff. 

> It’s there recorded in Matthew 25 – about when it’s time to answer to 

Christ the King for what we did, or didn’t do. 

> Yes it is scary – but I have never been one to respond to the motivation 

of fear or compulsion. What I mean is this; I don’t agree that our prime 

motivation for doing what Christ asks of us, like feeding the hungry, 

quenching thirst, welcoming the stranger etc should be out of fear of 

getting rejected on the day of judgment. 

 

> As I have expressed on several occasions, our faith is not about, either:         

 - I’ll do a good deed to win favour with God 

 – nor is it a case that I had better do something good because I have to. 

 

> What we do to help other is for no other reason than to share the love 

of Christ that we have received ourselves. 

> It’s about sharing the most wonderful gift ever and not just keeping it 

to ourselves – because the more we share it the bigger, wider, deeper 

and more amazing we discover God’s love in Jesus is! 

 

> So, rather than getting all hung-up about judgment day – wouldn’t it be 

better to explore our texts for today from a more positive angle that helps 

to enthuse rather than scare us? 
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> This means I am going to begin with an interesting link that I spotted 

between the Matthew and Ephesians readings. 

 

> Jesus’ discourse that’s recorded in our Gospel reading works like an 

echo through repetition. In the first part Jesus divides up the gathered 

people and says to the first group; “Come, you that are blessed by my 

Father”. The reason for the blessing is that they helped people in need. 

> Then the people reply (v. 37) 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink?” 

> The mirror image comes from the second group (v 44) 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 

 

> As you might expect of me, I latched onto the “when was it that we 

saw you?” 

> It’s the taking notice of Christ’s presence in other people that is at the 

heart of this passage. 

 

> Either we take the care to see the suffering and needs of our sisters 

and brothers – which will encourage us to do something about helping –

out of common human decency, but more importantly out of wanting to 

share the love of Christ in practical terms. 

> Or we can turn a ‘blind eye’ – pretend those people are invisible – 

which is the easiest option, but………. just return to the Matthew text for 

the answer. 

 

> There are many people in need that we know of, but it is also the case 

that there is so much need or degrading treatment that is hidden away. 

This happens because no one speaks up on behalf of those who are 

hungry or homeless. Sometimes what goes on is hidden on purpose, so 

that exploitation – slavery even, cannot be seen. 

> This past week there were two very good examples of just what top-

class investigation and journalism can do.  

> The charity Action Aid brought to light the awful conditions for women 

working in clothing factories in India that supply many of our big shopping 

chains. And that was not long after a similar investigation here in the UK. 

> Also, a BBC investigation exposed baby trafficking in Kenya where 

children are stolen from their mothers who are having to live on the 

streets – so a double tragedy. 

> We can choose to see or to ignore. 

 

> But all that seeing is difficult to bear – or at least I find it so. And the 

hidden horrors need very brave people to expose what is happening and 
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others to say this is just not acceptable – and other brave people to fight 

to change systems that made such human degradation possible. 

> This is far from easy and we need help to enable us to see and to 

empower us to do all we can in many different ways to provide help. 

 

> It’s the seeing that is key to our Christian response. And the answer to 

being able to see in the way that Jesus sees is with the help of the Holy 

Spirit – and that answer comes from Paul in his letter to the church in 

Ephesus. 

 

“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of 

your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 

his great power.” 

 

> “With the eyes of your heart enlightened”. What I am doing, yet again, 

is taking things out of context – but I find this idea works in different 

ways in our faith and seeing need is one of them. We need the help of the 

Holy Spirit to see with the eyes of our hearts the presence of Jesus in 

others, especially those in need of our help. 

> That seeing, and responding in faith is what I think Jesus was teaching 

about in Matthew 25 – it’s a part of our day to day faith. 

> It’s also a part of the inheritance that we share (I hope) with all those 

saints of faith who have gone before us – and that is something that I 

have discovered is celebrated by some Reformed churches in Europe on 

this Sunday in the year. In Germany, Switzerland and others, today is 

‘Eternity Sunday’ – and it works like our ‘All Saints Day’.  

> A time to thank God for those who have been our inspiration. 

> I also like to imagine the continuous line of the faithful, right from the 

disciples who first followed Jesus all the way up to us – walking in the 

footsteps of Jesus feeding the hungry, welcoming strangers, healing and 

sharing God’s love for all. 

> And if we prefer to focus on Christ the King (that has Roman Catholic 

roots) then Paul speaks of that too in the passage we are looking at: 

 

“God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come.” 

 

> Let’s note that last line – Christ is King in the age to come and in this 

age. 

> What we do (or don’t do) now, matters – it matters a lot. 
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> A commentary I consulted quotes writer Garrett Andrew who says: “The 

church is not a storage house for those passing through this life while waiting 

for their pie in the sky.” 

 

> As we arrive at the end of another year of thinking about how we can be the 

disciples of Jesus – about what our role is and what opportunities may await us 

– this is my prayer for us all as I paraphrase Paul’s letter: 

 
‘I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give us a spirit 

of wisdom and revelation as we come to know him, so that, the eyes of our hearts 

are enlightened.’ 

 

Amen 


