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Princes Street URC 

Final service:  readings and sermon 

Psalm 145  

All your works praise you, LORD; 

    your faithful people extol you. 
11 

They tell of the glory of your kingdom 

    and speak of your might, 
12 

so that all people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of your 

kingdom. 
13 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all 

generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. 
14 

The LORD upholds all who fall 

    and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

 

1 Peter 1: verses 3-9 

Praise to God for a Living Hope 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance 

is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of 

greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 

praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result 

of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Sermon 

> A very long time ago, as the history of our faith tells us, God helped the Israelites 

to escape from Egypt. 

> They were on the move from slavery to the Promised Land for many years, this 

was a time of establishing the people into God’s Nation. They were chosen to lead 

all people to know the one and only true God – creator of all that there is. 

> Central to this formation process was the Ark of the Covenant – the box containing 

the two stone tablets that God had inscribed that set out the covenant between 

creator and created. 
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> The ark itself was housed in a special tent and compound made to God’s specific 

design. It was the place where God’s presence was to be found. 

> The tent and the Ark travelled wherever the people went. 

> Where the people went, God’s symbolic presence went with them.  

 

> Eventually the people crossed the River Jordan to enter the Promised Land – and 

some time later, under the leadership of King David the city of Jerusalem became 

their capital city. 

> There is an account found in the first book of Chronicles of the great ceremony that 

David organised to celebrate the arrival of the Ark in the city. 

> There were singers, horns, trumpets, cymbals and harps played – even the great 

King David himself danced. There were priests in fine linen robes, and the 

compulsory sacrifices too (so not such good news for the animals). 

> What a spectacle it must have been! 

> We will have to rely on our imagination as to what it may have looked and sounded 

like, but what we do know is what was sung – as the words are in chapter 16 (7-36) 

> And I’d like to pick-up on just one phrase right near the end of this great hymn of 

praise to God: 

 

“Say also: 

‘Save us, O God of our salvation, 

    and gather and rescue us from among the nations, 

that we may give thanks to your holy name, 

    and glory in your praise. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

    from everlasting to everlasting.’ 

 

Then all the people said ‘Amen!’ and praised the Lord.”     (35 and 36) 

 

> Amen – we agree. 

 

 

> The last line of the song that is my theme for today in my last sermon here at 

Princes Street. 

> “Blessed be the Lord …… from everlasting to everlasting.” 

 

> ‘From everlasting to everlasting’ – how else can our limited vocabulary express 

God’s timescale? It’s hyperbole and doesn’t actually make literal sense – but it’s a 

poetic way of saying God always was, is and always will be. And as we know 

anything else is temporary by comparison. 

 

> If you read on in Chronicles you will discover that God instructs David that the Ark 

should remain in the tent once in Jerusalem; “Thus says the Lord: You shall not build 

me a house to live in. For I have not lived in a house since the day I brought out 

Israel to this very day, but I have lived in a tent and a tabernacle.”  (Chapter 17: 

verses 4 and 5).  
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> I think that there is something of importance for us to understand here – God’s 

house was a temporary, movable structure – God went with the people and the 

people went with God. 

> It wasn’t until later that the temple was built in about 957 BCE. But that was 

destroyed by the Babylonians in 587–586 BCE. 

> It was rebuilt, but then the Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 

CE. and all that remains of it now is just the western wall. 

> Even the great temple wasn’t permanent – but let’s remember that God’s presence 

existed long before, is still with us now, and will continue beyond the limits of human 

existence or imagination. 

 

> The sentiments of the song sung for the arrival of the Ark in Jerusalem are 

mirrored in Psalm 145 – the thread that runs through this acrostic Psalm is the entire 

world and all of creation praising God.  

> And when you arrive at verse 13 the scope of praise widens even further – the 

world-wide praise of God – extends across time too: 

 

“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all 

generations.” 

 

> God’s everlasting Kingdom carries on through all generations. 

> Generations could have meant from young to old of the day – but it could also 

mean a far greater time span -  I wonder if those that first sang this Psalm could 

have imagined that their words would be inspiring us here, today, so many, many 

generations later? 

> Plenty of you gathered here this morning will have first-hand experience of the 

multiple generations that have worshipped in this building – some I know recall their 

formative years in Sunday School, of their teachers many of whom are no longer 

with us – and of baptisms and weddings too.  

> These walls contain precious memories and you can still feel the echoes of praise 

in the air. 

> It is such a terrible loss for each one of us personally to have to leave this building 

– but I urge each us to look back over history, and not just the last 200 years – but 

across the span of all history to discover God’s presence before anything. 

> And God’s presence that is there right through the history of all our faith – God 

from everlasting to everlasting – through all generations. 

> God whose presence was found in a tent – a temporary structure that was never 

meant to be permanent, because faith is not fixed in one place as people are not 

fixed in one place – we grow and our lives change, and many of us move too. 

 

> And so does God. 

 

> God is there wherever we are and wherever coming generations will be. 
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> God can be met in many places, yes in magnificent cathedrals to plain historic 

Celtic chapels, and not just in church buildings, but out in the countryside and on 

bustling streets too. 

> God’s presence cannot be contained – and even in the most important of temples, 

and just like the one in Jerusalem, buildings don’t last forever – but God does. 

> The tent will be re-pitched again and again – and the people’s praise will keep on 

going from generation to generation for that is the nature of our faith. 

> Yes, it has deep historical roots, but it is always being made new, just as we are 

being made new. 

 

> This is the pattern that Jesus gave us. Of life – but with death as an integral part of 

the story that then begins again with new life. As we read in 1st Peter: 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 

given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable….”  (Chapter1 verses 3 and 

4a) 

 

> For Jesus’ death was not the end of the story. 

> For each one of us, death is not the end of the story. 

> For the ministry of God’s people in the URC here in Norwich, the end of this 

congregation is not the end of the story.  

 

> It is the message from the Bible in 1st Peter that I offer today - God who is there 

generation upon generation, from everlasting to everlasting – known to us in the 

person of our Saviour Jesus Christ who has; “given us a new birth into a living hope.” 

 

> Yes, we are all deeply saddened that these remarkable 200 years here at Princes 

Street are about to come to a close, but let us prepare to move onward towards 

whatever the future holds for each one of us individually and our church communities 

too, filled with the living hope that we have been born into. 

> At heart we, as Christians, are an Easter people – the cycle of life, death and new 

life is one that we live out. And the power of the resurrection life given to us by Jesus 

at the cost of His suffering and death is what give us “living hope”. 

 

> It will very soon be time to pack up the tent and move on. To discover new 

horizons in God’s company. 

> It won’t be easy for each one of us who are so fond of this place, but as the 

Psalmist reminds us; “The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are 

bowed down.” (Psalm145: 14). 

 

> Lets us not walk away in sadness though – let us rejoice in all that the building has 

been a home to – the people, worship preaching, the teaching, fun, friendship and 

let’s never forget the music even though we can’t sing today as we endeavour to 

keep each other safe.  
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> Let us leave with joy in our hearts celebrating both what has been and what is yet 

to emerge as we Walk the Way in the company of Jesus. 

> Let us do so in the name of God who is from everlasting to everlasting, in the name 

of Jesus who gives us new birth into a living hope, and inspired across generations 

by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Praise be to God for ever and ever,  

and all the people said:   Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


